Common Problems With Research Questions and How to Fix Them
By Tracy Perkins


	Draft Question
	Problem
	Sample revision

	· Should we teach sex-ed in elementary school?

· Do teachers need to receive training on how to create tests?
	“Should” question – Back up and assess research that is relevant to answering a “should” question
	· What are the differences in knowledge and attitudes of elementary school students who have been taught sex-ed and those not?

· What is the effect of training teachers how to create tests?



	· Could the overthrow of Allende’s leftist government in Chile have been prevented?


	Counterfactual – asks a “what if” question or tries to analyze something that did not happen. Instead, ask which factors were key for determining a certain outcome
	· What were the most important factors that led to the overthrow of Allende’s leftist government in Chile?



	· What do the lyrics to the song “Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)” by Beyonce reveal about modern female sexuality?

	This question is limited to the author’s view, rather than an interpretation of empirical data on a social phenomenon (eg.., how the song it is received/understood  by specified audiences) 


	· How do high-school girls interpret Beyonce’s “Single Ladies (Put A Ring On It)?”

	· What causes poverty?
	Too broad – you’ll be overwhelmed by this topic


	· What are the primary causes of childhood poverty in Santa Cruz County?



	· Do white people’s neighborhoods have less pollution than the neighborhoods where people of color live?
	Already answered – if scholars agree on the answer to your question, change it into a new question on the same topic
	· How do environmental justice advocates understand California’s Global Warming Solutions act as likely to increase the pollution levels they already live with?

	· Do women environmental justice advocates join the movement and get politically involved for the first time after experiencing a toxic disaster?
	Multiple questions in the guise of one – Separate your question into separate questions and choose one.
	· Do women environmental justice advocates join this movement with prior experience in politics?

· Do women join the environmental justice movement because they have lived through a toxic disaster? 

	· Why are soccer fans more violent than football fans?
	This question has a hidden assumption – Make the hidden assumption the focus of your research question OR state the assumption explicitly in your introduction and then built your research question around it.

	· Are soccer fans more violent than football fans?

· Scholars X, Y and Z indicate that soccer fans are more violent than football fans.  What causes soccer fans to be more violent than football fans?

	· What are the behavioral effects of Ritalin when used by adults?
	Not sociological – change your question into something that explores your interest’s prevalence or social significance
	· How widespread is the use of Ritalin among scholars?

· What are the factors that lead scholars to use Ritalin and other stimulants to improve their productivity?


